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What's up for Sunday,  May 15, 2022 

 
We are welcoming back Sergio Cuan to our May meeting at 2:00. Sergio 
was one of our first Zoom presenters at the beginning of lockdown when 
he demoed work on a Shishigashira Japanese Maple. 
 
Sergio Cuan is an accomplished artist-in the world of bonsai and in other 
areas as well. A two time Emmy award winner, he's had a long associa-
tion with the Nickelodeon cable network, working there on individual pro-
grams, special events, publications and resort and amusement park ex-
periences.  He provided the illustrations for Michael Hagedorn's popular 
Bonsai Heresy book.  His bonsai have been displayed, and won awards 
at several Bonsai Nationals as well as exhibitions at other venues.  To 
see more of Sergio's work, check out his web site: https://
www.m5bonsaiworks.com/about 

Saturday, May 14th 10AM-til 4ishPM: Advanced Study Session 
On the day prior to our regular meeting, Sergio Cuan will lead an ad-
vanced study group. This is a long-form, unhurried session, designed to 
careful design thought and extensive technical work if needed . Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring two or three trees. All participants ‘alpha’ 
trees will receive attention and guidance from Sergio, and then he will 
assist with ‘beta’ trees. Depending on time constraints, after all A and B 
trees are worked on, C and D trees will receive attention. 
Please bring tools and supplies as needed. Depending on species, repot-
ting may be possible. 
Cost is $80, limited to 9 participants. Sign up through the CBS website 
Session location is private home-location will be emailed all participants 
 
Sunday May 15, 10AM-1:15PM  BYOT workshop 
A Bring Your Own Tree workshop with guest artist Sergio Cuan. 
Sergio is a specialist in deciduous material, so bring one or two trees 
you'd like help and assistance with. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/248412035864133/
https://www.m5bonsaiworks.com/about
https://www.m5bonsaiworks.com/about
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Session takes place at Franklin Park Conservatory 
Limited to 10 active participants, at $50 each. Silent observers $10 
Sign up through the CBS website 
 
Hope to see you there!! Sign up links for both sessions are at: 
https://columbusbonsai.org/shop/ 

At the time of this newsletter delivery, there are still a couple of spaces 
available in each workshop. 
 

Down the Rabbit Hole  ~ President, Mark Passerrello 

I was disappointed to miss the April CBS meeting when Will Baddeley 
gave a carving demonstration. Also disappointing to hear that no mem-
bers took advantage of having this fantastic talent here at our meeting-
there were basically no “volunteer” trees brought to the meeting for Will 
to work on. It takes a great deal of effort and resources to bring in guest 
artists. It’s disappointing to say the least when these opportunities aren’t 
taken advantage of. If you are not seeing the topics or artists you’d like 
to engange with, please talk to a board member-your CBS board is 
committed to making this the best club possible, if you as a member 
want a different kind of experience, please let us know! 
 
Speaking of opportunities, a fantastic learning opportunity-in fact two of 
them-are coming up during our May meeting weekend. Sergio Cuan will 
be with us, for a demo and talk at the regular meeting, and BYOT work-
shop Sunday morning and an advanced study group on Saturday. Don’t 
let that title “advanced” study frighten you-its not about the length of 
time yourve been doing bonsai, but the depth and time that will be taken 
that day during the session. Starting at 10AM – and going as Sergio has 
said “as long as you want” this is what I call a long form workshop-
relaxed, and casual, with no rush to beat the clock. The great thing 
about session like this, which move at a relaxed pace and have only a 
small group of participants is that you’ll learn not just when the instructor 
is talking to you about your own trees, but as you observe the student/
teacher interaction of the other participants. Consider signing up for one 
or both sessions! 

Several CBS member where able to be part of the Arbor Day event put 
on at Dawes Arboretum. A cool wet morning turned into a very pleasant 
mid- day and afternoon, and a lively crowd was very interested to see 
and talk bonsai. It is interesting to me that 30+ years on, folks still re-
member bonsai in “that movie” Karate Kid references are still popping 
up. 

 

Random Thotz   ~ Zack Clayton, Editor 

 
Adding to Marks comments on Arbor Day at Dawes, there was a lot of 
excitement about our show there in September. People remembered 
the Dawes show fondly and were looking forward to attending our 50

th
 

show as they hoped it heralded a return of bonsai to the space there. I 
think it does. We talked to the new bonsai curator who is rebuilding the 

  

https://columbusbonsai.org/shop/
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collection and although he is also on ground maintenance, his boss said his priority is the 
collection. He is also open to re-purposing plants as they are replaced in the bedding and 
creating bonsai of the specimens in the arboretum. 
 
Just a reminder about silent observers. You can learn a lot just by listening and applying an-
swers to your own trees. The emphasis is on SILENT however. If the artist invites questions 
from the observers, that is up to the artist. Otherwise make a note to ask about something 
after the workshop is over or during the regular meeting. This allows the paid workshop par-
ticipants to have the full attention of the artist. 
 
Don't let the rain last week and over the weekend fool you. It is hot today and tomorrow will 
be hotter. With no rain forecast until the weekend, water early, water often. If you are afraid 
of too much water, I suggest you look at your soil mix. If watering frequently during a hot 
spell is too much, think about several days in a row of moderate rain. The rain is more water 

than you would use even by dunking your trees and letting them soak. 
Current Club Logo                                   Club Logo tree in 2006 show. 
 
Meanwhile – Ken Schultz was going through some old pictures looking for a reference photo 
of a tree and he found this photo of the Club Logo tree from 2006. Unfortunately the tree died 
after a repoting demo by a guest artist from a different climate zone. Excellent method, 
wrong soil for central Ohio. The question is, Where is the pot and stand? 
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A  

 

Articles 
 

A Tree of the Month: Dogwood, Cornus sp. By Ken Schultz 

I recently read that the best way to create Dogwood bonsai is by air-layering. It’s more relia-
ble than striking a cutting, or sewing seeds. It has the added bonus of creating a tree with a 
larger trunk diameter. Collected or nursery stock will need to be severely cut back. I then 
looked at what varieties of Dogwood are used to create bonsai; several of the 50 species are 
listed. It seemed that Kousa were offered for sale more than other varieties. They are four 
petaled and white flowered. Dogwood flower petals aren’t actually petals, but are modified 
bracts like Poinsettias. I then viewed a YouTube by Herron Bonsai’s, Peter Chan. He used 
Yellow dogwood (Cornelian cherry dogwood). I had one of these planted in the ground in 
Westerville that I had gotten at Dawes. It grew larger and faster than American or Kousa. 
However, they don’t have bracts just a fuzzy yellow center of a flower. They seem more twig-
gy too. The leaves are about 2.5” long and have distinctive parallel veining. Leaves are alter-
nate, but are reportedly resistant to size reduction under bonsai growing techniques. There-
fore, they should be grown as medium to larger sized bonsai (20” or so). Leaves turn a dark 
red to burgundy in the fall. C. florida have red berries that birds find tasty. 

 
I recall reading that American Dogwood, Cornus florida were being killed off by a viral dis-
ease. But it seems that the disease is more prevalent in Florida and Georgia. I haven’t tried 
Dogwood bonsai myself, as I thought their leaves and “flowers” seemed large, their branch-
ing seems less twiggy 
than other deciduous 
bonsai. Plus they are like-
ly to be rather slow grow-
ing, but then what isn’t 
once we put them into a 
bonsai pot? The Ameri-
can Dogwood develops a 
craggy grey bark, while 
the Kousa bark is exfoliat-
ing, similar to Crepe Myr-
tle. 
I mentioned we have. 
Kousa Dogwood in our 
yard, I noticed that it 
seems to sprout more ad-
venturous buds than the 
American Dogwood, we 
normally see used in 
landscaping. American 
Dogwood are offered in 
white, pink, and a darker 
pink they called Cherokee Red. We have all 3 in our yard, here in Tennessee.  
 
    A Dogwood at the Kyoto Bonsai Gardens 

 
As with many understory forest trees, Dogwood don’t get very large maybe 30’. They also 
seem to accept a wide range of light conditions, from full sun to shady. They prefer a well 
drained acidic soil 5.5-6.5. Therefore, using an azalea type food and a soil, which has more 
organic arterial than you’d use for a pine is recommended. I am not a fan of imported Japa-
nese soils; I have successfully grown my bonsai in variety of blends of the CBS mix. I read 
that they should be repotted when they become pot bound, about every two years. 
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Wiring is done in the fall after the tree goes dormant and drops it leaves. Seems counterintui-
tive since old wood is extremely hard and brittle. Pruning is done by pinching new growth to 
control its shape, similar to Elms and Maples. The article cautions that you need to monitor 
the wire to make sure it doesn’t scar the bark. When I was looking for information, I noted that 
Dogwood are styled almost exclusively in the informal upright style. But there was a pink flow-
ering dogwood styled in the weeping style; it did not look right to me. I also saw red twig and 
yellow twig dogwood but they are bushes not trees. So they may be suitable for clump style. 

 
Zack says he has yellow twig dogwood in his yard, but the flowers are naked, just the pistols 
and stamens. The berries are dark purple and stand out nicely against the foliage, but they 
are a wild grower with larger leaves and long internodes. 

 
 

A Tree of the Month: Redbud – Cercis Canadensis By Ken Schultz 
 

I hadn’t thought of Redbud as bonsai until I saw one at Tom Bjorholm’s. I checked by bonsai 
books and they aren’t mentioned except for Cercis 
siliquastrum in Simon and Shuster’s Guide to Bon-
sai. This is a Redbud native to the Mediterranean 
area. It appears to be similar, though the photo of 
the tree wasn’t in flower. They refer to it as the Ju-
das Tree because the branches snap off easily 
when bent. I think I saw a similar reference when 
reading about the Dogwood? It must be different 
than the ones we have here because they talk 
about pruning and repotting with selective foliage 
trimming before flowering. C. canadensis blooms 
before the foliage emerges. They also mention 
picking off the fruits. The North American Redbud 
is a member of the Legume family and similar to 
Wisteria has 3”-4” pods that contain the seeds that 
hang from the branches. 
 

One of the interesting traits of the native Redbud is 
that the flowers appear to emerge directly from the 
smooth grey bark of the tree’s trunk and branches. 
Ross Clark’s book, Native North American Plants 
for Bonsai lists Eastern Redbud (Cercis Canaden-
sis) and California or Western Redbud (C. occiden-
talis). Eastern Redbud’s habitat extends from 
Maine to Mexico and west to Texas. In the west 
there are cultivars native to Texas, Oklahoma and 
Mexico. The western varieties are more drought 
and cold tolerant. 
 

The tree itself is described as small deciduous, 
several trunked trees. Leaves are valentine or kid-
ney shaped. Despite their name, the flowers are 
pinkish to purplish. Some varieties have white flow-
ers. Ross Clark notes that the tree has long inter-
nodes and the leaves do not reduce well. 
 

The most extensive information I found is on the 
Colorado Rocky Mountain Bonsai site which has 

Cercis Canadensis var .Ace of Hearts.  

Denver Botanical Garden   
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Redbud Bonsai Cercis Canadensis var .Ace of Hearts. The author is not identified but the 
bonsai he developed was donated to the Denver Botanic Garden and is pictured. He notes 
that ones   
 growing in landscape have deep tap roots and large leaves, so he bought one at a nursery 
that was a miniature/dwarf tree that was 6 foot tall. “Ace of Hearts” or “Little Woody” is the cul-
tivar. He did a trunk chop and the tree responded with buds everywhere. Branches were 
wired and trimmed back. Wire was removed in the spring and the branches held their posi-
tion. The fact that the tree is in a deep pot speaks to how he dealt with the tap root issue. 
They are hoping to continue to develop the roots so that the tree can be repotted into a more 
traditional deciduous bonsai pot. The tree in the photograph has been styled over a three 
year period. Reportedly they grow and thicken rapidly. If you let them grow longer than a 
week without wiring they won’t bend. 
 

I hope to collect some of the seedlings that have volunteered on my lot. Wish me luck. I did 
not see anywhere how mature they need to be before they flower. I know that Wisteria seed-
lings reportedly take up to seven years before flowering. A man in Oklahoma said he devel-
oped a 6” nebari…. In 50 years…in the ground. Oh well. 
 
Editor Note:  I have on that is almost 6” and is less than 20 years old in the ground.  I think 
you could get rapid results in a pond basket in the ground with good compost as a soil dress-
ing.  Just take it out of the ground every year and trim off protruding roots.   Not in the picture 
that the flowers bud out prior to leaves so this is an early spring color splash. 
 

Monthly Care 

 

In the words of our signature line, Prune, Pinch, Wire, and Bend. Now is the time for anything 
that needs it if you haven't done it yet. I am still digging things out of the yard that will go in 
pots so its not too late to repot (it is too late for Larch). Most repotting is less stressful than 
collecting. 

 
Treat for pests, watch for sawfly larvae on pine buds daily, spray them with rubbing alcohol 
straight from the bottle. That is a good first try against any insect. Sawflies will strip the ex-
tending buds / young candles in less than a day and kill them. If you have scale insects, 
squish them with your fingers. They look like little brown blisters on the bark. 
 
Fertilize with your chemicals of preference. Liquids work well but will flush out in 2 or 3 water-
ings. I use garden starter pellets which is a balanced formula ranging from 8-10-10 up to 15-
20-20. These are usually a slow release type that will last a month or more. The solid fertiliz-
ers can be supplemented with liquids for a trace element boost. Last but definitely not least 
are the solid organic types either purchased or home made. Many professional growers and I 
think most if not all professionals in Japan go with this type. The main drawback is the com-
mercial offerings are expensive, and the home made ones are messy and can smell pretty 
bad. A systemic insecticide is often required to keep flies and larvae out of the cakes and if 
your dog can reach them they get that dose in concentrated form. I suppose for squirrels and 
other vermin that could be a bonus. In my yard, squirrels and chipmunks have caused the 
most damage to trees and pots than any other cause. The cats took care of the chipmunks in 
the first month I lived here, but the squirrels are overwhelming and repopulate from the neigh-
bors yards almost instantly. 

 

Found on the Web 

 

Defoliating a Japanese Maple https://bonsaitonight.com/2022/05/06/defoliating-a-japanese-
maple/   Jonas talks about current actions, and what he plans for the rest of the year. He will 

https://bonsaitonight.com/2022/05/06/defoliating-a-japanese-maple/
https://bonsaitonight.com/2022/05/06/defoliating-a-japanese-maple/
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hold off on fertilizer until the new leaves harden off. These procedures will work for any      
maple. 

Thinning a Japanese Maple forest planting https://bonsaitonight.com/2022/04/22/thinning-a-
japanese-maple-forest-planting/ This uses Japanese Maple as the example, but the tech-
niques he talks about would work with any deciduous forest. Note the final photo where it 
looks like Jonas is considering a different planting angle for the main tree or possibly the en-
tire planting. 

Michael Hagedorn presents us with a preparation of root ball “Cantilevered Ancient Vine Maple on a 
Board.” http://crataegus.com/2022/05/06/cantilevered-ancient-vine-maple-on-a-board/ This includes 
some interesting recipes for “muck” and a coating that holds on a steep slope. 

Shannon Salyer being inerviewed by Bjorn at Shannon's nursery, Kusa Farm. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKZtoeFGL9Y and https://kusa-farm.com 

 
Coming Attractions 
 
The Board has chosen several pre-show topics that we want to include in the next few 
meetings. These can be used by any of the club members to improve their trees and dis-
play. There will be two categories of display. The traditional “non-judged” display for mem-
bers uncomfortable with the idea of a juried show. I say “non-judged” because what else can 
you call the People's Choice and Member's Choice awards that we give out? Those are just 
a more subjective form of judging. 
 
There will be a judged category of more formal displays for those who are comfortable with 
the objective critique of their trees and who want to learn how to better display their trees. 
These will be along the categories of conifer, deciduous, size groups, and display. It will de-
pend on how many trees are submitted for the judging process. It is important for us to know 
how many trees will be submitted so we know what awards to have ready. 

The topics for the meetings will include: 

1. How to pick a tree & prepare it for the show.  

2. Moss growing/Moss application 

3. Formal bonsai display compositions - traditional (3-point) & modern examples. 

4. Oiling/Cleaning pots. 

 

The Board is hoping this will be a way to improve our members trees, presentation, and 
awareness of what goes into a great presentation. We can all benefit from this even if we 
are new to the art, or seasoned practitioners. 

 
 

Bonsai Here and Beyond the Outerbelt 
 
Meetings are the third Sunday of the Month unless stated otherwise.  Our schedule is back 
to meetings at Franklin Park on the third Sunday at 2:00 for general meetings, and 10:00 for 
scheduled workshops. Please stay tuned for new developments as we get short notice from 
FPC of location changes.  Thanks for your understanding and patience!     

 
May 14-15 All State Michigan Bonsai Show - Meyer Gardens, 1000 E Beltline Ave. NE, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
 

May 14-15 Bonsai Society of Portland presents Farm to Table: Bonsai Development from 

https://bonsaitonight.com/2022/04/22/thinning-a-japanese-maple-forest-planting/
https://bonsaitonight.com/2022/04/22/thinning-a-japanese-maple-forest-planting/
http://crataegus.com/2022/05/06/cantilevered-ancient-vine-maple-on-a-board/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKZtoeFGL9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKZtoeFGL9Y
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa0xSRXp4V0ZBT2FmdU02TTB4SW95SGhVMGdkQXxBQ3Jtc0tsX003TERPRG5NM3pXUW1vVFZYR25TYnRmbHB6bGh1QWdUYUo2Q19GM3FDUENjUC1zbmJrbkQ3eHdMX0h1a0cwOEloZFc2YkFVVmR4YmxGbEEwTmlkS0lfeWdLdHZIN0hzRFRvUk
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Field to Show. Lectures, demos, critiques, and workshops on core development techniques. 
See https://www.portlandbonsai.org/ for details. 

 

May 14 Sergio Cuan Workshp 10-4:30ish Bring 2 to 4 trees to work on aftr your prime and 
secondary trees are worked on, the extra trees will be worked. See sign up for location 
 

May 15 Sergio Cuan workshop 10 AM, and a Demo/Lecture at the meeting. He has demoed 
for CBS before at one of our remote meetings in 2019. 
 

May 27-30 2022 Brussels Bonsai Rendezvous and Memphis Bonsai Society coordination of 
the next ABS Learning Seminars. Shuttles will run the entire weekend. This is still in the early 
planning stages and information may change. 
 

June 19 Details pending. 
 

July 9 Jack Wikle's 90 Birthday party and in person/virtual Auction of the balance of Jack's 
personal collection, tools and related items. All proceeds from the Auction will benefit the Jack 
Wikle Bonsai Legacy Fund for the Hidden Lake Garden bonsai collection. Donations to the 
fund are also accepted. www.JackWikleBonsaiLegacy.com 

 

July 17 BYOT for general help and show preparation advice. 
 

August 21 TBD – Picnic at Oakland? This is a great opportuity to wander their yard and find 
some great potensai. Also, BYOT for general help and show preparation advice. 
 
September 23 Show Setup 3:00 at Dawes Arboretum, Tree drop off 6:00 
Please note that this is the 4

th
 weekend in September. 

September 24-25 Jim Doyle, Chase Rosade - Special 50
th
 CBS Show Guests 

September 24 Show at Dawes Arboretum 10:00am – 5:00pm 
September 25 Show 10 – 5, and Tear down/tree pickup at 5:00pm 
 
October 16 TBD 
 
November 12-13 Pacific Bonsai Expo, Bridge Yard event space, Oakland, California 
See Bonsai Tonight for details. 
 
November 20 Officer Elections, and something petaining to late fall and early winter 
 
December - TBD Club Dinner 
 
The Bonsai Club Meetings At WILDWOOD GARDENS  will Meet On The 4th Sunday Of The 
Month This Year 2022. May 22, June 26, July 24, Aug 28, Sept 25, Oct 23 Contact Frank 
Mihalic  at 440-749-4252 No news about his work weekend yet. 
 
Information in this newsletter is freely re-publishable. Bylines and Articles may be republished 
with appropriate attribution to the authors and reciprocity with the newsletter or magazine is-
sue. 

 
 

https://www.portlandbonsai.org/
http://Www.JackWikleBonsaiLegacy.com/
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Membership Registration 
 
Please fill out all information in the form. Including the address. If you want a club member to 
give you a ride, pick up and deliver your tree to the show, or water your trees while you are on 
vacation, we need your address to match you up with someone close by. The same goes for 
people willing to provide these services. In any case we must have your correct email for you 
to receive your newsletter. We get several people at the meetings each year wanting to know 
why they don’t get the newsletter. Failure to provide a correct email is almost always the an-
swer, and if you don't give us your phone or address, we can’t contact you to ask why its 
bouncing back to us. 
 
Payment can be made by check or cash at the meetings, On the website with a credit card, 
Paypal Friends and Family at ColumbusBonsai@ gmail.com. Or, if you trust the mail service 
with timely delivery: 
 

Columbus Bonsai Society 

PO Box 297741 

Columbus, OH 43229-7741 
 
Please include your phone number!  I still get new members with no email or phone number. 
And we don’t do dead trees and ink.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbus Bonsai Society Membership Registration 

 

Individual $35 ____ Family $40 ____ Date:  __________________ 
 
**NEW** ___ Renewal ___  Joined at event ___ _______________ 
 
Check #  _______ Cash Receipt  # _________  CC  __  PayPal __ 

 
Please Print This information neatly.. 
 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _______ - _______ - ______________ In case your Email bounces 
 
Address (optional) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ________________ 
 
IF Family Membership, Please list other members  
 
____________________________________ 
 
 


